NAYANA

AT GOKARNA

In the midle of April 1912 Nayana, Visalakshi and
Mahadeva arrived at Gokarnam. This holy place according
to legend, was completely drowned in the sea by the sons of
Emperor Sagara but subsequently Parasurama ordered the Sea
to recede an resurrected Gokarnam. Also the presiding deity *
here was installed by God Ganapati. Ganapati and Visalakshi
secured a convenient spot for tapas. The priest of Sri
Gokarneswara temple, however, somehow found out that the
two Tapasvins were no ordinary persons and informed the
scholars of the place.

There were many in Gokarnam, well-versed in the
Vedas ans Sastras. In the closing years of the nineteenth
century, a great scholar Hosaman Ganesha Sastri founded a
free Sanskrit Institute (Vidya Peeth) there to receive
traditional Vedic and Sastric studies. The scholars of
Gokarnam proved superior to scholars of other places; they
were in considerable number also. They wre delighted to
find Vasistha Ganapati Mini amidst them. But Nayana did
not like demonstrations of learning interfering with his tapas.

Meanwhile Ananta Sastri a great pandit of Bombay,
sent word to the authorities of Gokaram Vidya Peeth, asking
them to make arrangements for his discources and to be
prepared to debate with him in any branch of ancient learning.
Gokarnam pandits though learned, were essentially peace-
loving and were hesitant to engage themselves in any debate
with Ananta Sastri. But Ananta Sastri's challenge had to be
met! So they decided to request Ganapati Muni to conduct
the dialogue on their behalf with Ananta Sastri. The date of
the debate was fixed with the consent of Nayana and he
requested the pandits to leave him alone until that date so
that he might continue his tapas.

Ananta Sastri was a great logician, gifted with ready
wit and endowed with considerable scholarship. Further he